Niki Flynn: Dancing with Werewolves

Review by Isambard

Niki Flynn has broken into print. Her memoir, Dancing with Werewolves, was published in Britain on 4 October and a month later in the USA.  

If Dancing with Werewolves were being reviewed in one of the posh newspapers, the big complaint would be that it doesn’t have an index, making it rather difficult to go back again and re-read a favourite passage. What might an index contain? Let’s surmise (in no particular order)….

HAIRDRESSING – Pavel Stast’ny’s incompetence in; author’s inept attempt to disguise that incompetence; Rosaleen Young’s youth-enhancing ability in.
STAST’NY, Pavel – tonsorial incompetence; accuracy of aim when using cane.

SIMPSON, Elizabeth – return from temporary retirement; resilience during CP sessions.

SCHUBERT, Max – author’s assessment of attractiveness of.
DIACRITICAL – Technical linguistic term – buy the book to find out what it means! – probably the only occasion when this word has found its way into a book in the erotica section.

YOUNG, Rosaleen – youth-enhancing ability in hairdressing; competence in directing filming while simultaneously being caned.
And, worst of all, the absence of an index deprives us Brits of reading:

CAMERON – posh voice; public school; passionate sex sessions with kinky model. *

Anyway, index or not, this book is a must-read. Niki’s account of life as a spanking model is vibrant and honest (including the bit where she confesses to “economy with the truth” during an earlier interview on this site!), and explodes many myths about the scene. On a more serious note, the myth-breaking is important in the British context, as is, paradoxically, the one negative feature (in my opinion) that I’m going to mention here. 
Four days after Niki’s book was published here, Parliament gave a second reading to a bill which could throw people in prison just for owning so-called “extreme pornography”, a category which would seem to include material by at least one production company with which Niki has worked. (Incidentally, a few days after the parliamentary debate, an art exhibition opened including at least one image of a category condemned by the bill, and owned by the Queen. I await with lively interest the raid on Buckingham Palace!) The content of Niki’s book categorically refutes one of the government’s ostensible reasons for the proposed law – the claim that participants don’t really consent. It’s also worth noting that the book is published by a mainstream publisher and is on sale in mainstream outlets.
Well, what’s the negative feature? Niki says in the book that she doesn’t mind being called a whore. I think she’s mistaken, and that she should mind. A recent unpleasant incident which may be known to some visitors to this site shows that there are people in powerful positions in the UK who are only too ready to use abusive language about women in the scene. They should be given no encouragement.
That minor quibble aside, Niki’s splendid book is well worth reading. Buy it!

* Non-Brits will get it eventually…. Got it yet? Cameron… Think about it.
